
THE JOHN GREEN PUZZLE 
 

Steps to follow: 
1. Cut out all sentences 
2. Group each sentence according to the following topics: 

• John Green’s Arrival and Settling in Dublin 
• John Green’s description 
• The building of the store 
• The store’s goods 
• John Green’s hobby and community interests 

3. Decide on the topic sentence of each section 
4. Arrange the sentences under the topic sentence 
5. Write the story on another sheet of paper 
6. Be sure you write a TITLE, indent and punctuate! 

 

In those days the store stocked all the necessities of life. 

One of Mr. Green’s activities besides farming and being the 
main tradesman of the town was training race horses. 

He set up his tent on a piece of land, the ownership of which 
was being disputed by Michael Murray and James Witt 
Dougherty. 

Flour and sugar were found in large barrels. 

The 1890 Great Register of Alameda County Voters lists John 
Green’s age as 62 and states that he was five feet eight 
inches tall. 



John Green was born in Ireland. 

Green built a store at the corner of Dublin Boulevard (first 
called Stockton Road and later the Lincoln Highway) and 
Donlon Way. 

His trotter, Directum, was a world champion. 

Molasses and kerosene for lamps were sold in jugs. 

He had his own private racetrack south of Highway 50. 

At the age of 29, he came to New York where he was an 
apprentice to a drug firm. 

Other things he sold were lamps, tools, boots, bonnets, yard 
goods, buggy whips, gloves, beans and rice in open sacks. 

He had a fair complexion, blue eyes, black hair and he also had 
a small scar on the small finger of his left hand. 

On June 13, 1856, he became a naturalized citizen of the 
United States.  The next year he came to California at the 
urging of his brother who lived in what is now Oakland. 

At that time Donlon Way was the crossroad. 



Besides his hobbies, Green also served as Postmaster and was 
an Alameda County Supervisor from Murray Township from 
1863 to 1866 and from 1877 to 1882. 

In those days, Green’s store was in an ideal spot. 

He did not like the area so he loaded all of his possessions on 
an oxcart and came over the hills to Dublin. 

He also studied law, especially law about land grants. 

Stages between Martinez and San Jose and those between 
the Bay Area and Stockton could stop here to change horses 
and to rest and refresh the passengers. 

He had learned Spanish while he was in New York, so he was a 
real friend to the local Spanish and Mexican families who had 
legal problems. 

Michael Murray invited Green to move on to the land near the 
Murray home. 

In 1860, when Mr. Murray decided to move to San Francisco, 
John Green bought Murray’s property for $6,000. 



KEY THE JOHN GREEN PUZZLE 
 
John Green’s Arrival and Settling in Dublin 

John Green was born in Ireland. 
At the age of 29, he came to New York where he was an apprentice to a drug firm. 
On June 13, 1856, he became a naturalized citizen of the United States.  The next 
year he came to California at the urging of his brother who lived in what is now 
Oakland. 
He did not like the area so he loaded all of his possessions on an n oxcart and came 
over the hills to Dublin. 
Michael Murray invited Green to move on to the land near the Murray home. 
He set up his tent on a piece of land, the ownership of which was being disputed by 
Michael Murray and James Witt Dougherty. 
In 1860, when Mr. Murray decided to move to San Francisco, John Green bought 
Murray’s property for $6,000. 
 
John Green’s description 

The 1890 Great Register of Alameda County Voters lists John Green’s age as 62 
and states that he was five feet eight inches tall. 
He had a fair complexion, blue eyes, black hair and he also had a small scar on the 
small finger of his left hand. 
 
The Building of the Store 

Green built a store at the corner of Dublin Boulevard (first called Stockton Road 
and later the Lincoln Highway) and Donlon Way. 
At that time Donlon Way was the crossroad. 
Stages between Martinez and San Jose and those between the Bay Area and 
Stockton could stop here to change horses and to rest and refresh the passengers. 
In those days, Green’s store was in an ideal spot. 
 
The Store’s Goods 

In those days the store stocked all the necessities of life. 
Flour and sugar were found in large barrels. 
Molasses and kerosene for lamps were sold in jugs. 
Other things he sold were lamps, tools, boots, bonnets, yard goods, buggy whips, 
gloves, beans and rice in open sacks. 
 
John Green’s Hobby and Community Interests 



One of Mr. Green’s activities besides farming and being the main tradesman of the 
town was training race horses. 
He had his own private racetrack south of Highway 50. 
His trotter, Directum, was a world champion. 
Besides his hobbies, Green also served as Postmaster and was an Alameda County 
Supervisor from Murray Township from 1863 to 1866 and from 1877 to 1882. 
He also studied law, especially law about land grants. 
He had learned Spanish while he was in New York, so he was a real friend to the 
local Spanish and Mexican families who had legal problems. 


